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DIFFICOLTA’ SOCIOCOMUNICATIVE E ATTACCAMENTO

Research report
Autism, attachment, and social learning: Three challenges and a way
forward

Giacomo Vivanti®"*, Heather |. Nuske®
“ Preservata capacita di sviluppare attaccamento

sicuro

= Selettivita familiare conservata

Attachment Social Motivation «the brobehavioral system that activates selective attachment responses
in stressful or threatening factors might be conserved in ASD, leading
children with ASD to seek proximity with selected people like therr
peers when in “dangerous” situations»

= Alti tassi d1 attaccamento insicuro solo in presenza di
ID e severita ASD (Rutgers et al., 2004)

= Effetto dell’eta cronologica

Fig. 1. Common and distinct biological systems associated with attachment and social motivation.

Vivanti, G., & Nuske, H. J. (2017). Autism, attachment, and social learning: Three challenges and a way forward. Behavioural brain research, 325, 251-259.
Rutgers, A. H., Bakermans-Kranenburg, M. J., van ljzendoorn, M. H., & van Berckelaer-Onnes, I. A. (2004). Autism and attachment: a meta-analytic review. Journal of Child psychology and Psychiatry, 45(6), 1123-1134.



ATTACCAMENTO IN ETA' SCOLARE E SPETTRO DELL’AUTISMO

Comportamenti di attaccamento

= Uso contraddittorio della figura di attaccamento
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P - Minore utilizzo del genitore come Porto sicuro
e = Risposte estreme con adulti non familiari
D=2 ISSN: 1461-6734 (Print) 1469-2988 (Online) Journal homepage: https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/rahd20
A qualitative study of attachment relationships in " Impatto caratteristiche ASD
ASD during middle childhood - Scarso riconoscimento e comprensione emozioni

- Scarsa condivisione e reciprocita

Belinda M Keenan, Louise K Newman, Kylie M Gray & Nicole ] Rinehart . . . .
- Problemi regolazione emotiva e co-regolazione

= Difficolta dei caregiver
- Comprendere e predire comportamento del bambino

- Mentalizzare il bambino
- Minore empatia e responsivita emotiva del bambino percepita

Keenan, B. M., Newman, L. K., Gray, K. M., & Rinehart, N. J. (2017). A qualitative study of attachment relationships in ASD during middle childhood. Aftachment & human development, 19(1), 1-21.



ATTACCAMENTO IN ETA' SCOLARE E SPETTRO DELL’AUTISMO

An investigation of the security of

afutism Rappresentazioni esplicite

caregiver attachment during middle
childhood in children with high-

functioning autistic disorder

Felicity Chandler and Cheryl Dissanayake

Table 3. Adjusted mean (standard deviation (SD)) child and
parent ratings on the IPPA-R.

Variable Group

HFA(n=21) TD(n=17)

Child ratings

Total score (SD) 50.98 (12.79) 53.03 (12.91)
Trust score (SD) 41.71 (5.18) 42.89 (5.24)
Alienation score (SD) 23.18 (5.22) 22.19 (5.28)

Communication score (SD) 32.26 (5.50) 32.26 (5.57)
Parent ratings

Total score (SD) 40.00 (16.57) 49.00 (11.42)
Trust score (SD) 36.90 (6.34) 39.76 (4.78)
Alienation score (SD) 26.76 (5.53) 23.00 (4.20)

Communication score (SD) 30.05 (5.27) 31.76 (4.59)

IPPA-R: Inventory of Parent and Peer Attachment—Revised; HFA: high-
functioning autism; TD: typically developing.

Autism
2014, Vol. 18(5) 485-492

R Bambini dagli 8 ai 12 anni (N= 38)

2 questionari utilizzati:
* Inventory of Parent and Peer Attachment (IPPA-R)
e Kerns Security Scale, SS

NESSUNA DIFFERENZA TRA I GRUPPI

ma rimangono delle discrepanze
(Bauminger et al., 2010)

Bassa concordanza genitori-bambini

Chandler, F., & Dissanayake, C. (2014). An investigation of the security of caregiver attachment during middle childhood in children with high-functioning autistic disorder. Autism, 18(5), 485-492.
Bauminger, N., Solomon, M., & Rogers, S. J. (2010). Predicting friendship quality in autism spectrum disorders and typical development. Journal of autism and developmental disorders, 40(6), 751-761..



ATTACCAMENTO IN ETA" SCOLARE

DALLA COMPORTAMENTO ALLA RAPPRESENTAZIONE

aee AARY

Schemi mentali Informazioni Regole implicite
che riassumono predittive sulla pet entrare in

Aspettative sul
comportamento

. esperienze relazione tra il relazione con gli
del caregiver

precedenti sé e il contesto altri

IMPLICITE (procedurale) vs ESPLICITE (dichiarative)
Interviste semi-strutturate vs questionari autovalutativi

Zimmermann, P. (1999). Structure and functions of internal working models of attachment and their role for emotion regulation. Attachment & Human Development, 1(3), 291-306.
Thompson, R. A, & Raikes, H. A. (2003). Toward the next quarter-century: Conceptual and methodological challenges for attachment theory. Development and psychopathology, 15(3), 691-718.



RAPPRESENTAZIONI DELLATTACCAMENTO E AUTISMO

Difficoltda nellu formazione delle ruppresentazioni implicite dell’attaccamento (Rogers et al., 1993; Teague et al, 2017)

Attachment and Autism Spectrum
Disorder (Without Intellectual
Disability) During Middle Childhood:
In Search of the Missing Piece

frontiers
Departmant of Psychalogy and Cognitive Soiences, University of Trento, Rovereta, taly in Psychology

Scambi interattivi meno

Alterazione intersoggettivita

Difficolta
reciproci e non mentalizzazione
consequenziali

Lo 8 Risposte
Limitata neurobiologiche
sensibilita agli atipiche
stimoli sociali
Rappresenta attaccamento

. = : Difficolta integrazione
Esposizione esperienze

: . : sensoriale
avverse in eta evolutiva

Giannotti, M., & de Falco, S. (2021). Attachment and Autism Spectrum Disorder (Without Intellectual Disability) During Middle Childhood: In Search of the Missing Piece. Frontiers in Psychology, 1961.



IL NOSTRO STUDIO
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Explicit and implicit attachment representations in cognitively
able school-age children with autism spectrum disorder: A
window to their inner world
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IL NOSTRO STUDIO: METODO

N= 72 famiglie 23 22

7-13 anni (media 122 mesi) ASD DSA

GROUP MATCHING: eta cronologica, SES tamiliare (Hollinghead, 1975)
Intelligenza fluida (CPM Raven, 1962); Intelligenza verbale WISC IV; Wechsler, 2003)

Measure Type Outcome variables
Inventory of Parent and Peer Self-reported Three continuous subscales
Attachment (IPPA) questionnaire 1) Trust

(Arsmden & Greenberg, 1983) (28 item; 5- point  2) Communication

Likert scale) 3) Alienation

School-age Assessment of Semi-structured 1) Continuous risk variable
Attachment (SAA) interview 2) Categorical classification
(Crittenden 1997/2005) 3) Unresolved trauma(Utr)

Stress genitoriale
Parenting Stress Index — Short Form (PSI-SF; Abidin, 1995)

Analsi qualitativa trascritti
nVivo software

Armsden, G. C., & Greenberg, M. T. (1987). The inventory of parent and peer attachment: Individual differences and their relationship to psychological well-being in adolescence. Journal of youth and adolescence, 16(5), 427-454.
Crittenden, P. M. (1997/2005). School-age assessment of attachment coding manual. Miami, FL: Unpublished manuscript, available from the author.



SCHOOL-AGE ASSESSMENT OF ATTACHMENT (Crittenden, 1997 /2005)

1. Ilragazzo/la ragazza sta uscendo da solo/a.
2. Il/la miglior amico/a dell/a ragazzo/a sta andando a giocare con 1 suoi amici.

3. La famiglia s1 trasferisce in un nuovo quartiere.

4. Ilragazzo/La ragazza viene maltrattato.

5. Il padre del/la ragazzo/a se ne sta andando.

6. Ilragazzo/la ragazza sta scappando.

7. La madre del/la ragazzo/a sta andando all’ospedale.

El nifio esla siendo molestado por sus compaiieros de colegio.

Crittenden, P., Kozlowska, K., & Landini, A. (2010). Assessing attachment in school-age children. Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 15(2), 185-208.



IL NOSTRO STUDIO: RISULTATI (1) — RAPPRESENTAZIONI DELLATTACCAMENTO

Explicit attachment representations

M Implicit attachment representations
1,0+ - *kk
Table I. Descriptive statistics of the study variables and group comparisons.
ASD (n = 23) SLD (n = 22) TD (n = 27) Group comparison =T *
M SD M SD M SD F Eta p 5 T
Control variables
Age (months) 12446 17.38 12450 1623 11844 24.06 1.22 .03 29 .
SES 4202 1454 3852 1442 44.66  14.80 .11 .03 33
Nonverbal 1Q 41 .86 .20 T .59 .88 .88 .02 41 )
Verbal 1Q 22.45 4.00 21.73 4.94 22.48 4.67 A7 .0l 94 ’-O- -
SRS 7652 17.14 50.82 9.21 47.30 7.93 42.28 .55 <001 o 0- .
Explicit representations ({)
IPPA total 60.58 8.99 58.14 16.77 6537 13.89 1.95 .05 A5 N -
Trust 41.50 4.79 41.00 6.67 43.67 5.24 1.69 .04 19 -
Communication 35.71 5.93 3591 7.83 3733 5,78 43 | .65
Alienation 16.63 3.72 18.77 5.21 15.63 5.36 2.68 .07 .07
Implicit representations -5
SAA risk 5.22 241 4.45 2.06 3.00 1.66 703 17 <0l .
ASD: Autism Spectrum Disorder; SLD: Specific Learning Disabilities; TD: Typical Development; SES: Socioeconomic Status;
1Q: Intelligence Quotient; IPPA: Inventory of Parent and Peer Attachment; SAA: School-age Assessment of Attachment.
#p < .05, # p < .01, ¥p < 001. .
-1,0

10 LD ASD

Differenze significative soltanto in riferimento alle rappresentazioni implicite (p <.001)



IL NOSTRO STUDIO: RISULTATI (2) : STRATEGIE DI ATTACCAMENTO E TRAUMA
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low risk High-Risk None One or more
Child attachment strategy Psychological trauma

79% di bambini nello spettro utilizzano strategia di attaccamento ad alto rischio

S50% di bambini nello spettro mostrano un trauma psicologico



IL NOSTRO STUDIO: RISULTATI (3) : STRESS GENITORIALE

Figure 1.. Boxplot punteggi standardizzati Parenting Stress Index di madri e
padri di bambini con e sviluppo tipico (TD) e ASD.

STRESS GENITORIALE

= Stress Totale [F(1,73) = 8.40, p = .005] meseo | M
= Parent-Child Dysfunctional Interaction [F(1,73) =12.14, p = .001] — st T
= Difficult Child [F(1,73) = 6.04, p = .016] 1 » H =

Nessuna difterenza tra madre e padri nelle scale del PSI Tl .

™
Mothers

Note: PD: Parental Distress; P-CDI: Parent-child difficult interaction; DC: Difficult child; TS: Total stress

EFsiPD
EPsk-P-cOl 1
|PSDC o
» 55,6% delle madri del gruppo ASD al di sopra del cut-off clinico e " i
(Test esatto di Fisher, p <.01) 16% nel padri N
» Associazione tra rappresentazioni implicite e stress genitoriale (p < .01) I S

Fathers

Giannotti, M., Venuti, P., & De Falco, S. (2023). Child Attachment Representations and Parenting Stress in Mothers and Fathers of School-Age Children with a Diagnosis of
Autism Spectrum Disorder: A Pilot Cross-Sectional Study. Children, 10(10), 1633.



ANALIS|I QUALITATIVE DELLE NARRATIVE: Temi

16 unita tematiche aggregate in 5 macro-categorie:

1) Ruolo dell’adulto;

2) Ruolo dei pari;

3) Emozioni legate al pericolo e alla minaccia;

4) Reazione al pericolo e alla minaccia;

5) Risoluzione dell’esperienza di minaccia e pericolo.

El nifio esla siendo molestado por sus paiieros de colegi

Crittenden, P., Kozlowska, K., & Landini, A. (2010). Assessing attachment in school-age children. Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 15(2), 185-208.



ANALISI QUALITATIVE DELLE NARRATIVE: risultati

verbal or phy=ical

parent’s help
‘H“ conflict

and support
Parent’s role \
\ mizunderstanding /
-—
/ parental
\ CONCATHE Peer role
Taachar's help and

support

,...--"‘r' father datachment az 2 habit peer ‘s help and
support

punishment for lonslimess

racommendations rle violation

compliance with

and rules \ parental rulss for exit

dasire to leave
parents —

Reaction to

danger/threat T
refizzal to leava
/ parants
Emotions in relation )
to danger! threat demal -sil.te to peer
axclusion/maltreatment, confiusion dus to
hospitalization er parental verbal or exclusion/'malitreatmant
removal and ralocation to a .
phyzical
new home i
over axclusion maltreatment responze
happiness to leave from the peer group, parant’s
i dantly hospitalization or removal
house indepen ¥ P . ezolution of threat
and about meving to a new
and danger
home

experience

a \ / \ . e

l failure to repair with peers ‘ P
angar sadness
or parents management of fantasy storias |
dangar
real stories |

Giannotti et al., (in prep). Giving voice to school-age children with autism spectrum disorder without intellectual disability: a thematic analysis of attachment narratives



DISCUSSIONE e IMPLICAZIONI CLINICHE

DISTINGUERE RAPPRESENTAZIONI ESPLICITE ED IMPLICITE IN UNA PROSPETTIVA MULTI-INFORMANT

- Possibilita di utilizzare le narrative basate sull’attaccamento (Keenan et al., 2016)

- Capacita di sviluppare rappresentazioni bilanciate (Taylor et al., 2014)

PERSONALIZZARE INTERVENTO

* Formulazione sulla funzione interpersonale dei comportamenti dei bambini
* Promuovere flessibilita delle strategie in contesto di sicurezza

* Supporto genitoriale includendo i padri

Crittenden, P., Kozlowska, K., & Landini, A. (2010). Assessing attachment in school-age children. Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 15(2), 185-208.
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